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A couple of business items…



What is  

design  
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about?
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So what makes a great mobile app?



Understanding the mobile mental model

• “I’m micro-tasking.” 

• “I’m local.” 

• “I’m bored.”



Play To The Strengths Of Mobile

• Communications 

• Spontaneous 

• Geo-sensitive 

• Short periods of use 

• Focused activity 

• Form-factor/size limitations



Making intuitive apps



Finding the right project idea



Blue Ocean Innovation

Winning by creating an 
uncontested market space 
and making the competition 

irrelevant



“Red Ocean” versus “Blue Ocean”



Solving a pain point



Seeking an audience



What is your app’s “life span”?



Desirability—Feasibility—Viability Framework



Looking at one past project in more detail



Emote Becca Kern & 

Natalya Buchwald



Other past class apps



Fitnetic
Calvin Liu

Wilson Yu

Christina Chou



EcoCarnival Angela M. Liu



dancingmen Melanie Freeman



lighthouse
alina,yu
shirley,zhou

lighthouse, helps, people, who, experience, panic, attacks, to, better,
endure,,track,,and,manage,their,attacks9,Not,only,does,lighthouse,
provide,methods,to,aid,you,during,an,attack,,such,as,sending,your,
location, to, friends, and, family, and, offering, encouraging,
af=rmations,, it, also, equips, you, to, face,, overcome,, and, prevent,
future, attacks9, This, app, takes, the, data, from, an, episode, and,
provides,unique,patterns,and,trends,on,what,your,attacks,are,like,,
where,and,when,they,commonly,happen,,and,what,causes,them9,
lighthouse,is,here,to,guide,you,,and,help,make,your,way,to,safety9



Attendify

Attendance stats

Real time statsIntuitive home page Easy lookupAR face recognition 

How it works?

Attendify provides an easy way for professors to take and manage 
attendance of their courses. We seek to remove the sign up sheets and 

roll call methods that are time consuming and inefficient. 

Attendance made easy

ML driven roll call API integrations

67-442
Arnav Gupta 
George Yao







Let’s find out if any
cool people died today?

Who’s birthday can I 
celebrate today?
Who’s birthday can I 
celebrate today?

The 70’s had the best music!
I bet I know what was the #1 
song this day in 1976.

I wonder what happened 
today in 1992.

TimeFeed
For your historical curiosities

When you’re historically curious where do you turn?

Turn to TimeFeed. Your all encompassing today-in-history app.

Dylan Hyun
Manuel Lopez

Read about events from all of history
Wish famous people a happy birthday
See who met their end
Find the #1 song for any year

Explore endlessly with Wikipedia
Listen immediately with Spotify
Share your new knowledge with your friends
Save to avoid losing info for a year



Less successful apps



Desirability—Feasibility—Viability Framework



HabEat



Queue



GymBros 
GymBros, a platform for 
people who want to 
workout together.

Our platform Goal :
Support those who want to 
improve physical health and 
enjoy the process. 

We allow our users to create and 
join workout sessions, with 
additional features such as 
check-in so working out is never a 
chore, but always a commitment. 

STEP 1: 
Browse 
through 
workouts

STEP 2: 
Manage 
or Join 
Workouts

OPTIONAL:
Personalize Your Profile

STEP 3: 
Check-In 
Workouts

Andy Lee, Dylan Schwartz



Class Exercise

An app that allows you to scan barcodes of items in a given 
store (determined by your geolocation) to see the item’s 
current price, displayed on your phone and saved for future 
reference. 

Evaluate such an app in terms of its: 

• Desirability 

• Feasibility 

• Viability



For next time…

Course alumnus James Ormond: 
“Measuring User Behavior  

(in Mobile Gaming)”

Get WordBox at:


